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For Becretary of the Treasury.

Bome remarks of our esteemed contem-
porary, the Times, of yesterday, make us
doubt the clearness of Its ldeas about what
renders o man unilt for public vMce,

Our contemporary thoughtlessly eouples
fta objections to Saroest and CHANDLER
with an unfavorable eriticlsm of the proposi-
tion that Roscoe Cosgnisg shall be the sue-
ovssor of Judge FOLGER.

Botween Mr, CoNgLING and the two other
men no comparigon ¢an be drawn. The objec-
ticns agalnst him eannot be the same as those
against SARGENT nnd CHANDLER, The Times

has shown that SAnorsT is unfit for the Cabl-,

new beeause he Is dishonest, nnd CHANDLER
8 likewise objectivnable, though far less so
than SAIGENT. ;

The appolntment of Mr. CONKLING must
be opposed for a very difforent renson. He
i2 a thoroughgolog third-termer. From some
unaceountable delusion in favor of a man who,
through two terms of the Presldency, sank it
80 deep In corruptiop that nothing short of a
politienl revolution canever pull it entirely out
of tlie slough, he would take thoe first steps
toward changing this republicinto an empire.

Mr. CoxgLING fought for this delusion with
unpreoedented vigor at Chicago, and he is for
it etill. Hls purpose Is as undisguised as his
modo of warfare. And no man cnn say he is
not honest. Those who belleve in his ideas

. have a right to uphold him and his faction,

He mienns GrasT, and nothing else, Suchao
man 18 not to be clnssed with trash llke
SanoesT. Noxlous polltical views are not to
be confounded with pecuniary dishonesty.

We think It would be a mistake to appoint
Mr, CONKLING to the Treasury, because he
would use its power and {nfluence to promote
the third-term conspiracy.

The Canal Amendment to the Consti=
tution.

The last Leglalaturs passed a const{tutional
smendment for the rolief of the canals. Be-
fore It can become o part of the Constitution
it must pase the present Legislature, and
then be submitted to the people and be ap-
proved by a majority of the votes cast on that
subject. The friends of the pending amend-
meant desire prompt action by the Legisla-
ture, nnd a submission of the question at the
ballot boxes early In the spring, so that if the
moasure be ratified the canals can begin to
reap its benetits at the opening of navigation.

The three main features of the amendment
are, first, the abolition of all State tolls and
charges on boats, freights, and passengers
on the canals; sccondly, the payment of the
current expenses of the canals by taxation;
and thirdly, the gradual extinction of the lit-
tle that remains of the canal debt, by means
of a sioking fund, to be supplied by taxation.

It ls argued with great force that if New
York expects to retain the scaboard trade of
tho West, the State must not tax It for pass-
ing through the canals. To ald them Lo thelr
struggle with the railroads, they must be free
of tulls. This, too, would enable them to
koop pace with the recent improvemeuts in
the navigation of the Mississippl River and
the Wellaud Canal, by means of which trans-
portation to the occan by thoee routes has
been fucilitated.

The caoals, and particularly the Erie and
Oswego, have conferred incalculable benelits

upon the State. Their existence and pros- |

perity are necessary for holding fast to our
duc shiare of Western trade, The people may
tind it for their interest to pay the small
amount of taxation which the canals require
for weging a successful battle agalost compe-
tition. At all events, it is safe to give them
an oppurtunity to vote upon the question.

The Right Course for the Coroner’s
Jury,

There is new light on the Spuyten Duyvil
sceident. It now secems tolerably certain
that the express train was stopped by the
unauthorized lnterference of some passenger
with the air brake. And the statement is
telographed from Albany that the alr-brake
eord was pulled by a certain member of the
Leglsiature.

Those who are respopsible for this asser-
tlon, however, doeline to pame the man.

The Coroner’s jury must have his nonme.

Immediately after the disaster, there were
rumors that some of the passengers on the
express train had bevn rmither boisterous.
The conductor bas distinetly testified that
gome of them were Intoxicated, * The real
foundation of this secident,” hoe gays, ** was
rum.” And when asked by ope of the jury-
men who the drunken passeogers were, be
answered: *Ob, ex-Coroners, ex-Aldermen,
Assombilymen, and such,'

At Albany the drunkenness s denled, but
it is admitted that there was * some hilaTity "
during the tip.

This denial avalls pothing against the
sworn wstimony of the conductor.

The course which ought to be pursued by
the Coroner’s jury ls clear. Every member
of the Logislature who is known to bave been
on that traiu shoull be summoned aod ex-
auifned as o witness at the inquest,

The people want tu know the oame of thelr
reprosentative who smusoed himself by pull-
Iogr the cord of the air brake at the trifling
expi-nse of clght or nhie buman lives,

It Is evident that be i= just thee sort of man
that .-..'.l‘-il.M bave bis mune consplewonsly
printed o the pewspapers. He sbhould not
be loft to languish in ubscurity any longer.,

O eourse, his futnl enrclissuess does not

relieve the mogagement of the rallroad from
responsibility, Dut we know already that
the coinpany wuas loexcasably pegligent.

Tho fucts show that. The more interesting
question now is who clse was to blame.

The paie of the conductor of the express
le known o the publie. Few people will be
wnsious berenfter to travel oo s train with
Lists s condustor

The e of the rear brakeman of the ex-
pross ks knowno to the publie. Few poople
will be anxious to ttuvel ou 8 traio with hitn
& rear brnkeman,

The name of the member of the Legisla-
twe who pulled the alr-bruke cord just for

fun and stopped the traln must also be made
known to the publie, in order that people
may also ba on thelr guard against him, and
that every man, woman, and child in the
State may know whom to shun as a fellow

passenger,

The Big End and the Little End of the
Horn.

When a college takes in about five hundred
students, and at the end of five years turns
oul less than (fty graduntes, does it not look
as If the educational mnchinery was grind-
ing to little purpose? Is It not fair to con-
eludo that the colleginte mill is too big and
{ta equipment too pondervus for the results
accomplished ?

At a late meeting of the trustees of the
College of the City of New York, the college
which costs the city between one and two
hundred thousand dollars o year, it was re-
ported that the number of students now In
the fostitution is 928, Of Itsell that Is o
large total ; but when we put it by the side of
the multitude of youngsters who are unable
to get in the primary and grammar schools
of the crowded wands, it seems vory small.

How are those 926 students divided among
the different clnsses of this costly college
supported by the taxpayers ! Acconding to
the report presented on Tuesday night there
were at the opening of the year in the four
college classes and in the Introductory de-
partment the following number of students:
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That I8, of the puplla who entercd, less

than one-tenth sre pursuing the course to
the end. As a high school, with a single
yvear's course, the Institution seems to be
fairly successful; but as soon as it asks its
students to step bayond into its regular col-
leglate department, they drop off rapldly.
Nearly two-thirds go at once. At the end of
tho flrst college year tho pumber is still
further reduced, so that the sophomore closs
contalns less than a quarter as many students
as originally entered the institution. By the
time the junior class s reachied less than a
soventh remaln, and in the {last collegiate
year the professors can mustor only 47 boys,
not a tonth part of the introductory class,

Yot to instruct theso rapidly decreasing |

oollege classes as the course prococds, nine-
teen professors and tutors are employed,
while fourteen are taken up with the teach-
ing of the introductory or high school class,
which contains noarly scyventy more puplls
than the four colloge classcs put together.

As n college, though it Is free, with every- |

thing given to the pupils In the way of books
and implements of study, the institution in
Lexington avenus is so little patrunized that
it turns out on commencement day a gradu-
ating class not greater than that of & third
or fourth rate country college,

The free college of the greatest city of the
Union can get only forty-seven youth to fol-
low its course ! s that not enough to show
that the domand for the institution ls too In-
significant to be regarded 7 At the same time,
too, elementary schools, also supported by
the taxpayers, are turning away youngsters
because they have no room for them. The
great demand s left unsatisfled, while the
ambitions of the fortunate few are gratitied
at the public expense,

The Progress of Harvard College.

The attempt that has for some years been
made by the Harvard authouritios to trans-
form thelr [nstitution from a specles of upper
grammar school—which I8 the coneeption of
a college still most widely prevalent In the
Unltad States—into s veritable unlversity, is
watched with keen Interest by thoe friends of
the higher education, It hus been prophe-
sied In some quarters that the changes of or-
ganization rendervd necessary by the change
of aim would be found In practice to have un-
toward consequences, including a marked
declipe in the order and disciplioe of the col-
lege community, and o growing neglect of
the more exacting studies. We are glad to
see, by the report of President Evtor for the
lnst academical year, that those predictions
have not been verifled.

Looking back over the period of ten years,
during which the elective plan has been
more or less completely substituted for the
old ecompulsory scheme of work, we can
detect no tendency toward the extinction of
the traditional, or so-callad liberal studies.
As much time, for example, will be devoted
to Greek by the students of the college

proper during the coming twelvemonth as

waa the case six years ago; and if the time
given to Latin has been materially curtalled
during the same term, the fact {8 explicable
by the much more exacting demands now
made at the satrance examination as regards
the knowledge of that Ianguage. An lnteili-
gent young man who finds himself already
qualilled, on his admisasion to college, to
rond o Latin author with tolerabls facillty,
would paturally prefer to conceatrate his
labors on & subject with which he is less
conversant, We need not say that In Ger-
many the work of teaching Greek as well as
Latin is done at the gvmnasia, not at the
unlversities; and in proportion as Harvard
raises thoe standard of sequirement requisite
for admission, we wmay expect to see the
study of the classical languages more and

more relegated to the preparatory schoals. |

The fact that o
of teaching
belp of grammar aod dictionury was per-
formed in the proper place, would no mors
discredit Greek and Latin at Harvard than
it doos in Germany, where the study of those
langunges I8 sccounted the indispensable
groundwork of a university education.

It cannut be denled, however, that, accord-
Ing to the dats colleeted o this report, the
elective plan bas oot been fuvornble to the
study of mathematics, pure or applied. A
large majority of the students manifestly
prefer languages, metaplhysics, history, and
political selence, to mathematies and physles.
President Enror suggests that this predilec-
tion may be an effiet of a too exclusively lin-
guistic training supplied by the preparstory
schools. It is probuble, also, that the scien-
tifle school, which Is a cognate depart-
ment of the university, draws off fromn
the cullege proper wany of the students
foeling a genuipe natural predisposition to
sclentifie studies, Before leaving this sub-
jeot we may remark that a good deal of
spoces I st allottad o the Hurvard cur-
rleulum W German, French, Spanish, aiul
Itadinn.  Io Germany the modern languages
of Western Europe must be ocquired at
sehonl, or by private study, if at all; and
wlthough the English universities offer sowma
facilities for such attalnments, they are not
allowed any welgbt in dotermining qualifica-
tions for a degree. Lf it be true that, woder
the present Harvard system, o young man
ean obtaln the diploma of Bachelor of Arts by
demonstrating some knowled ze of history and
political science, eoupled with s capacity for
reading throe or four of the modern |np-
gunges, then we must iosist that, so far as
he is converned, such o certificate lacks the
weight acd significance which attach to uni-
versity degrees io Europe. As we have for-
merly pointed out, we have seldom seen o
yvoung man who could not scquire the mod-
ern leoguages of western Europe without as-
slstance, provided bhe bad tuwned to accuunt

pedagogue's  business

boys to construe with the |

THE SUN, SUNDAY, JANU

thelr admission to this establishment.” Rear
Admiral RopaRes also adds these reflections :

“ The average age of the ten lowest of thess young offt-
eers who will be tha Iast promoted, in at this moment
tiventy-two voars, Under our present syilem this num.
ber of midshipmen will Increase cvety Year; & korry
slght of s ever increaning number of graduates walting
with hope long deterred for promotion to the lowest
gride of commissivned oficers, We shall alan, under the
present aystem, gradunte every rear fnore cmlet en-
gineers than will sepply the annual waste of thelr corps.”

Naxt June this body of would-be commis-
sloned offlcers will be lnercassd by another
year's product of the Academy, aud so 1t will
ba sach suceseding twelvemonth.

This spectacle, avd not any need of more
offleors in the navy, hng prompted Senator
Vesrs bill, Of course he Is all wrong in
his remedy. His scheme I8 preposterous,
Admiral Ropoers suggested four years ago
the true remedy, and le repeated it In his last
report, when the evil complained of had
groatly increased, He did not ask that the
number of ensigns and asslstant engineers
should be increased, but that the number of
cadets annually appointed to the Academy
should be * largely deereased.” If this should
be refused, he next suggestod that *some
able actuary be found to calculate the annual
wnsta of the navy, both of the line and the
engincer corps,” and also to calculate how
many cadets of the second class in the Acad-
emy would be neaded to supply this waste:

the opportunities of mental discipline and
equipment supplied by a university career.

As regards the professionnl schools com-
prisad in Harvard University, wo are glad to
see that the conditlons prescribed for en-
trance and graduation are being made more
arduous, and enforeed with rigor. The time
has gone by when men could go forth with a
degree from the medical orlaw or divinity
school at Harvard who could not by any pos-
gibility have passed the examination for ad-
mission to the freshman class in the college
proper. In our judgment, the final step in
this wise and necessary reform will not be
taken until no person shall be ellgible to tho
Harvard professional echools who cannot
exhibit an A.B.degros from some well-re-
puted college. Meanwhile, however, the
| standand of acquirement for admission has
| been so materinlly ralsoed as to effectually put
an end to what wns at one time a scandal.
The number of applicants for entrance has
naturally beenn good deal diminlshed, but
the university will gain in reputation by the
absence of men who sought to galn the eredit
without possessing even the groundwork of
a liberal education.

We learn that the discipline and order of
the college community have been sensibly im-
proved by the abandonment of the old peda-
gogle restrainta and penalties. When the
faculty gave up the practice of punishing
faults of deportment by deductions ‘trom " The : ber of |' o for the - u.‘ m:- btol:::' :::;
marke acquired by scholarship, and followed HIWK S0 RN TS . o prize
this step I tho ight direotion by aboliehing. | Hhpierof, e, Y4esiactions M, Com e oS
the former system of parlotal warnings and | ¢ win the prizes might graduste at the end of thelr first
private or public admonitions, it wns appre- ;-n: yrar, a:d rﬂ:lru u: thelr ::uuul WIttll :':r u::::r::-::
hended that they might bo foreed to have re- u}l:::l‘r& l::m:“h :: - f‘::'l{o .l: 9"'::'; £y orrthonss
course so froquaently to the extreme measures | oo :;a |-n: :u: huhi{ olgdllleiu.l::t. l::':ndluum of
of suspension and expulsion ns to seriously | uiitary tife, and & practical knowledge of the use of
deplete the number of undergraduntes. Asa | srins, which would muke them [nvaluable In the organ:
matter of fnot, we learn from the Dean's ro- | ization of vol reglments whenever the country
port that there were but few ocensions for found ocension to call ite citizens to arma™
disclplinary mensures during the last year, If Senator Vest should substitute for his
and In ooly two of them did the faculty find
It necesanry to inflict the ponalty of suspen-

ponding bill one or the other of Admiral
C. R. P. Roboens's plans, it would become
glon. This remarkable exhibit shows how | more worthy of consideration.
neadless it is to Impose police dutles on the
[ collego officers whoen, ns 1s the case at Har-
vard, students entor the Institution at a rea-
gsonably mature ago.
In connection with this tople, another fact
may be noted with satisfaction. When the
Harvard authorities abollshed the traditional
_prescription making attendance at lectures
and recitations compulsory, It was supposed
that the liberty would be largely sbused, and
there is no doubt that In some of the colleges
at Oxford, whore a like system obtains, an
idle young man may manage to live one or
| more years before his grotesque unfitness for
residenee in such a place is publicly demon-
. strated. At Harvard such abuses are guarded
against by frequent and rigorous examiba-
tions, at which, If an undergradunte falls to
show a certaln measure of ottailnment, he
is dropped without ceromony into the
| class below. This treatment, which Is of
' gourse made known t & young man's
parents, secms to prove an adequate
|||a.fecuuﬂ aguinst the waoste of time In
{dleness and dissipation. Notwithstand-
ing the constantly increasing runge and

A Dangerous Defender.

The Rev. Gronge P. FisHER, one of the
professors in the Yale Divinity Sehool at New
Haven, makes, in the February North Ameri-
can Review, n reply of fifty pages in length
to RopEur G. INGERSOLL'S nssaults upon
Christlanity previously printed in the same
roview, and incompletely answered by
the Hon. JEnemian 8. Brack. We do not
know how his performance Impresses other
people, but it seems Lo us to bo as far off as
Mr. BLack's was from sllencing the auda-
clous infidel and dissipating his arguments.

The ground taken by Prof. FISHER ut the
commencement {8 o practical abandonment
to his opponent of the vital polot in dispute:

“The question respecting any creed proposed for be-
Mef, whether in religion or philosophy or sclence, I8
whather the reasons for it are stronger than the reasons
against it, and whether they are enough stronger to jus-
tify eredence. Christianity ceks uo more for itaelf than
I conceded Lo every other ayuiem and theory.™

That ls, Christianity is not a divioely re-
vealed system of doctrine, demanding rev-
erential fnith, but one concerning which we
must welgh probabilities and form an opin-
severity of these examinations, the oumber fon, a8 we would concerning any other
of students falling out of their classes, or | sl ject. Copsequently, Prof. FISHER vin-
falling altogether to secure a degree, has not | gjeates It from Mr. INGERSOLL'S charge of
materially increased during the last six | having caused great misery and bloodshed
years. One vestigo of the old-fashloned pa- | o earth, by sayving that human love and
ternal system still remains. For the pres- | puman government have done the same!
ent, attendunce at morning prayers on Mr. INGERSOLL nssorts that Christianity Is o
days continues to be compulsory, although | jymanly contrived system, and therefore im-
the hour has been advanced from a quarter | narreet, It Is susceptible of perversion, aud
before eight to a quarter before nine. We | )54 hoen porverted to the grossest crusltics,
| know of no ground on which such attendance | prot Frsger says the same, and to that
| should be preseribed in Amerlcan more than | oyvent hacks up INCERSOLL !

in Germao universities. It appears that |y, regand to the inspiration of the Bible,

President Evror lately undertook, by the ap- | pror Fisner is equally unreserved in his con-
| plication of a slmple test, to ascertaln how | geggians. The Old Testament was merely pro-

general, sincere, and worthy of respect was \ vislonal, and its laws * fell short of the abso-

| the alleged opposition to the abolitlon of this |y, standard of moral duty.” The Gospels, he

| practice. He addressed a ciroular to the par- | oo vq wore not written until years sfter Chris-
euts or guardians of all the undergraduates, ' jianity was complete, and 0o oue holds that
asking whether, as a matter of fact, they | 4,0y wore dictated to the writers by the Deity.
beld dally morning prayers in their own  qy,4¢ they contain nocondemnationof slavery,
households. The number of replies received | 15 pocyuse such o condemnation would have
wos 741, of which two-sevenths answervd
Yes, and flve-sevenths answered No. In

| view of the facts thus brought out, It Is |
scarcely reasonable to ask that college offl-
cers shall take more thought for the relig-
{ous observances of umlergradustes than s
taken in thelr own homes.

Making Places for the Middies.

The bill to secure the promotion of mid-
shipmen and cadet engineers, Introduced loto
the Sepate by Mr, VEsT, has some queer fea-
tures. It begins by repealing the law which
pow flxes the maximum number of ensigns
at one bhundred, and provides, Instead, that
an unlimited pumber of midshipmen, one
year after their appointment as such, way
be promoted to the grade of ensign on pass-
| ing the required examinatiop. Next, It
| abolishes the law lmiting the number of
| the asslstant engincers to one hundred,
i' and establishes the additional grade of sub-
| asslstant engineer, with the rank of midship-
! men and with the pay now provided for cadet

engineers who have passed their final sca-

demic examination and have not yet been

madeassistant engineers, This new grade s to
| be for cadet engineers who have hid two years
| of servico on naval steamers after gradun-
| tion at the Naval Academy; and at the end
of a year in this new grade, sub-assistant en-
gineers may be promoted to be assistant en-
| gioeors on passing the examination.
[ The first inquiry Is 85 to the pressiog noed
| of more enslgus awd assistant engineers in
the navy. The servies s notoriously over-
stocked with officers. The grudes are all
Jummed full, sod were it known that pext
year It would be npecessary to double the
pumber of vesscls now in commission, there
would ba a gowdly supply of officers ready
fur the extra vessels. In order to help draw
off the surplus fromi the active list, the navy
retired list, unlike the army, has been made
unlimited ; and as an additional ald, after a
certain age, or a certain length of servics, all
officers on the active list are furced upon the
retired list, whether they want to go there or
not. Despite these devices, the peraonnel of
the pavy is alweys overflowing, and, after
serupulons divislon of labor in shore duty,
there are till always many offleers awniting
orders till something s found for them to do,
Mr. Vesr's anxiety, thercfure, W procure
more offlcers is strauge.

The explanation is that not only are the
existing grades full, but there are seores and |
hundrads of candidatis now bolow the grades |
of ensign amd assistaut engivoer who ane | 15 brought about by the skill and tact of host
elinorows to be put oo the rounds of promo- | eud hostess, their banguet will not be thor-
tion. In spite of our lack of war vessels Lo | oughly suceessful, uo matter if the artist who
command, and our surplus of vlficers to cum- presides in the Kitelen possesses the most
mand themw, the Naval Academy is turning | beautiful gastrovomie genlus. ™ Better a
vat frosh widshipmen and engloeers every | dinner of herbs where love Is, than o stalled
year with an untiring energy and lpdustry | o and hatred therewith.”
aod in a prodigious volume, reminding oone Aunothier question submitted to us coneerns
of the salt mill in the story, which, after it | the evlor of the necktie to be woru ot diuners
had ground out more salt than was needed, | aud other evening entertaluments, It Is
kept un grinding, and couldn't be stopped, | 8sked by a clussical friend as fullows :
and still kept on whien it fell into the ocean, | * Your cceasiunal articlos on manners, dress, and per-
aod made the whole sea briu_\'. Tho last anp- sonal babits wre wost lnteresting wod insirective

=k sislon, fro wlis 7} 3 whc

nual report of the Acaderny at Annapolls, roa- M:t":" gl ey g Shenpnchpicy
Jl.'l‘udl b)‘ Rear Adwiral C. R P. IiUDllF.l:il, e furevening drees (o net comme U Adul The French
then its superintendent, aavs that there were | wen, without excephive, wore black nechties and duve
then pearly 200 cudet midshipmen awalting colored gluves Hock ftew white prckties sod white
prometion to the lowest commissivned grade, gloves as werv vislble seetined to be wuru by Eogliah or
that of enslgn, * for which sowe of the naval Susions graacen

" * Wl you kiudly give us your views pon this subject?
aspirauts who finlshed thelr course ut Annap-
olis last Jupe wust wall fwelve wears aiter

“When all the literary evidence is scanned
and all the collateral proofs welghed, the con-,

the Gospels the story which the Apostles told
of what they had seen and heard in their
intercourse with Jesta," Yes; but did they
observe carefully and tell accurately? Prof.
FisHER says Yes! Mr. INGERSOLL says No!
And, the divine inspiration of the New Testa-
ment being admitted by its advocate to

sufficient to settle the dispute,

After these wholesalo surrenders to the
enemy, Prof. Fisuenr's eulogium of Chris-
tianity, and his picture of the melancholy

smnll moment,
The difforence between Prof. Fisuer and

ence iu degreo,

Two Questions About Social Customs.
A correspondent propounds to us o ques-

ten, fur it relates to that most delightful of
subjects, the diuner. What he asks, how-
ever, coneerus only u custom of the table:

* Doen the lady of & house wit 88 the bead, aud the bus
band &t the fuut of the table, of vice versa! In other
words, which presides 1

As the head of the house, the husband may
be sald to preside at the dinper table. But
practically, bushind and wife occupy places of
oqual importance. The most honored manly
pguest sits at the right hand of the wile,

is given is placed at the right hand of the
bhustand. How, then, can one end of the
tubile be of o diguity superior to the other ?

At the present time, too, the Enzlish cus-
tom of putting the host and hostess opposite
each other at the middle of the table Is large-
Iy followed in this country; and & very scli-
sible apd conveniont custom it is.  Thus bus-
band and wife sit in the midst of thelr guests,
and are much better situated for their enter-
tainment than if the whole leogth of the ta-
ble separated the palr. The company, too,
can thus be better placed for thelr cummon
enjoyment,

Who presides at the talile, 13 not the lmpor-
tant question for consideration. It is mather,
who shall compose the dinner party, and
bow shall they be disposed with reference to
euch other ¢ The great thiug is to so pair peu-
ple ulfat tablothat they will get along ngreva-
bly together, Unliss that happy arrangement

* Boclasis Hrrocnasson "

Iuspits of what our correspondent says,

amount to nothing, the record becomes in- s Matharh
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becn Injudicious sud perilous, at that time. |

clusion will be that we have presented tousin |

condition of maunkind without religion, are of |

Col. INGERSOLL appears to be werely a differ- |

, tory.

tion about which very much might be writ- |

and the lady to whom the highest distinetion |

| Its chief.

tho white necktie for evening dressat the
opera or olsewhere I8 worn In Paris, as well as
in London and New York. Black tics may
be used here to somn  extent, but the white
onea are more correct and move general, As
to gloves, however, the customs are different
in Parls and New York. Iere neither white
nor dove-colored gloves are now worn [n the
evening by men, unless when they are dane-
ing. So small, indeed, is the demn nd for
white gloves of slzes saltabls for men, that
their price Is now much smaller than that of
the different colors and shades for day wenr.

Morcover, the priviloge of leaving off |
gloves in the evening s one 8o preciows thnt |
men will not readily give it up. It saves then |
expense and inereases thelr cumfort, Nop s |
there any good reason why they shonld
not continuo to enjoy it.  White gloves, cspu-
clally, do not add to the beauty of man,

We admit, however, that women nowa-
days are not holding men strictly enough
up to thelr soclal obilgations, They are pre-
suming on little concessions granted, like that
of not requiring gloves in the ovening, and are
omitting to perform social duties and exhibit
delicate attentions which were onee obliga-
tory on all gentlemen. Our ndvlee to ladies
Is to keep the men under stricter discipline,
and frown on all their tendencies to lapse into
negligent waya. Tho manners of our young
fellows espeeinlly need lmprovement.

Shall We Gratify Robeson?

Srcor Ropesox is the leader of the Repub-
lican slde of the House, aud it leader he is of
& House so organlzed. Ile has made up his
mind in favor of another carnival of jobbery
In the Navy Department, and has had him-
solf g0 placed as to heve control of the con-
templated expenditures. They say they want
$30,000,000, but If they are allowed to go on at
all, wo will be extremely lucky If we get off
for a hundred millions.

But what do we want with a great navy ?
The transcontinental railroads, opening to
the farmer and the grazier the vast and fer-
tile regions beyoud the Misslssippl, have
done more to secure us in honorable peace
with all the world than could have been done
by the navies of England and the armics of
Germany combined. While Furope dopends
upon us for its food, and to a Inrge extent for
the raw material of its manufactures, wo shall
find wheat, cotton, corn, and beef @ better do-
fenoe than mercenary soldlers or costly ships.

Aunyway, i we are to have a navy, we may
be sure we will pay more and get less while
Secor RonesoN has direction of the appro-
priations than with any other wan in contrul
of the committee,

Lawyer ScOVILLE has had many rebuffs
and kivks from all sldes, bis own client jolning
in the general abuse; but perhaps the unkind-
est cut was GUITEAU's muniflcent announce-
ment yesterday of his intention to reward himn
soon for his long labors by a very liboral fee,
Perhaps it will be puid In some of those worth-
loss cheeks for hundreds and thousands of dol-
lars which practical jokers, in a much misplaced
jesting, have been sending to GUITEAU.

The fate of Rux-ABOuT-Srx should be a
terrible warning to other hunters besides those
of his own color, This big Indian of the Deln-
ware nation, having got drunk, while hunting,
with three comrades, In tho Indian Territory,
lay down to sleep by a fire of logs, one of which
rolled on and roasted him to death. The com-
bination of firo and fire water was too much for
Rux-Apout-S1x; but under the strict rules re-
garding the sale of liquor in the Territory, how
did they get encugh of itto make four red men
drunk ?

Bird fanciers may be [oterested In what
Consul Baxer of Buenos Ayres has to say. in
his last report to the State Department. on thy
domestication of that fine large bird, the ostrich.
He tells what ho knows about ostrich furming on
the La Plota. and {8 convinced that it would
pay handsomely In the United States. Import-
ing eamels bas never proved a very thriving
business in this country, but the ostrich in-
dustry is & different afuir, *' Five thousand
birds,"” soys Consul BAges, "can boe kept on
slx thousand acred of land,” There would be
little trouble, perhaps, in getting the lund out
West, but thers would be some expense in get-
tingthe five thousand birds, For the Consul |
sdids (ncidentally that the full-grown birds
cost $1,000 1o $1,200 delivered at Bucnos Ayres.
Supposing them to cost §1,200 apiece delivered
in the Mississippl Valley, the flve thousand
mentioned by the Consul for a good six-thou-
sand-sere farm would cost $6,000,000, How-
ever, the ostrich crops nre among the most
lucrative known to furming. Thus, the chicks
of one pair of birds will bring in s gross income
of $2.000 or $3,000 per annum, so valuuble are
It is only strange that this kind
of furmiug Jdid not attruct Le Duc; but prob-
ubly he thought thers was more money in tea
and bamboo canes,

The story of the assault by a German be-
longing to & waxworks troupe upon & soldier in
Cairo, and the mobbing of the whole waxworks
ghow by the populace, sounds more ke a chap-
ter out of ApTEMmas Wanp thun ke scber bis- |
It {8 really, however, at locident of uny-
thing but & comic situstion—of a natiosal and |
international complication, lodeed, of the |
gravest charucter,

A European tourist of the kind that pre-
supposes New,York 1o be malnly peopled by
Indians might be mystiulod, on luoding here
ut this season. to learn that the Benevolunt
Buffuloes had just bad a grund danpce, thot the
Tigers bl held poother in Boston, and that
the Elks would soon disport thomselves at a
ball, Perbaps, however. In vialting some such
entertainwmoents, be might convede the finess |
of the menagerie names, and gladly [risk &
little himself with the frolicsome nnimals,

Postmaster-General Howr bhas begun his
roformn of the methods of his prodegessors by
stopping tho practice of having sngruved upon
tho wirrants of the departisent the portralt of
Instoad of his own sparo featurvs,
the calm, strong tace of Baxionus Fuasgus
will appear, lnasmueh s Foaskrisy was the
Postmuster-Geueral in eolonial times, the ap-
propristensss of the selection |8 manilest.

The prevalence of petty bribery by means
of tres pusses has stirred the lown Legislatune
to weticn. On Friday the lower House passed
& resolution culling on the Hallway Comminsion
to report the extent to which [ree passes ure
bestowed, and whether o law should not b=
puassed probibiting the giving of pusses W
members of the pross, public offleers, and
delegutes to conventions, If the lowns Legls-
lature can stop tie practice It will work a great |
bepoft to public maruls,

Xerotine slecative or slocative 8 gow sald
to ber the canse of the Doterel disaster of last
April. Whother Juck Tar will take o this ex-
plunation and feel easier nbout going In her
Mujestiy's ships, vow thut he koows that it
wasn't dynmpite, or torpedoes, or Fenlanisw
that blew up the Doterel but ouly xerotinge
slecative, remains to be sou,

Bir Geonoe Nargs, who enjoys the honor of
I:Q\In‘ lunl-u R T l&tlw :;:"hl l';;e ll.Lu;u whiy wiher
Arclic sxjlurer ¥ L . ’ | ol
kr:l;;_.—‘?vt Wrri n ity from Liverpuol ¥

Bir Geonug Nanes does nof enjoy any such
honor et all. Cept. ALpesT H, MauguaM is the
i,

Dr. John C. Dalton will lecture before the

Alumnl Associstion of the Vellage of Physiciaus sl

| Surgmeun sb Associstion Hsllon three sues casive Tues

dar svenlngs, begluntng with Tuesduy eveliing nest
The first lacivre wil be o Galy sudsin ju Whe study of the
Nervous 8y sled, Lhe second on Bullun wod Bonuet iu the
Kigbteeuth Contury, and tie hind on Merveus Degniera
tiotis add the Theury of Sir Charles Beil. Tuess ectiures

SOOAMILe Vae Cartwigll courme (G0 Lie pTeasil Joar.

| toany little personal mntter.

| wrong. steal aid Vialate the law

SECOR ROBESON'S BLACK ETE

WasamNaToN, Jan, 30—The swelling self-
fmportance of Becor Robeson collapsed vory
guddenly in the Houso lnat Thursday, when the
malcontonts got In theld work effectively, e
wet up as the chosen kndor of Bis party, as8-
sumod the alrs of authority, and, having the |
BKpoakor at his baok, he proposed to dictiate the !
poliey to Lo adopted,

Having outraged the Intelllgoncs and the In-
tegrity of the House by pueking the committecs |
for jobbery amd eorruption, Secor Robeson
thought he would ploente the angor of the ine
sulted Itepublicons by enlarging some of the |
consplenons eomin it toes, and by thus providing |
ploces for the sorelisnds,

Thia expodiont hnd boen telod In the Inst
Congress, w4 M, Hoodall says nt B sagges-
tlon, ostensibly to promote the publle husi-
pesd, but really to redeye certain embarrpss-
mente conupeted with the Speaker's clection,
Therefore, Mr. Randall and Mr. Blackburn,
membera of the Committoe on Hules, appeared
#s leutennnts to Secor Robeson in the debate,
and atded him zenlously in this movenent,

But, even with theiropen and ukgent efforts, o
dozen Democrats coulil not be persuaded o
fall into line, and on the teat vote Becor Robe- |
son and his allies were beaten deservedly by
slxty-nine majority. With all his audacity,
Robeson was driven into a hasty retreat by the
younger membors of s own party, which di
not snve him from the humilisddon of a erush-
1ng downinll,

Y'hiis defont at the very start of the session,
and with the Spesker fustnining him on the
firat sorious trinl of strenath, necessarily erip-
ples the assumed endership of this notorious
Jobbor, nnd sends lnm to the rear in disgraee,

Lo House prope iy put an end to one souns
of burgainling thregard to the Bpeaks rshilp by
refusing to enlurge the committecs, The Talse
pretonce set up by the advocates of that selisme
wis refutod absolutely by the exporience of tho
lnst House, It is true, more bills were reporied
lluml:r: the previous Congress, but with what
result

Fourteen hundred bills were reglstered on
the calondar, which becitime o hoge mausoleum
for proposcd  legislition  involving  private
right® and mensures of publie intercst, They
were absalutely under tho control of the Speak-
er, who eould recognize wiom e pleased, and
who eoulid SUDpPress nn" member with o special
atgeot, The only possible mode of renching n
il o thut calendar wins by n suspension of the
rulus, ma.-tlli' dofeatod by o sign from the
Speaker, nn nlnly.rw'iulrlm:n. fraction over one-

ird of the votes to do it

No power exists in this Government to-day ro
disngerous and o capnble of perversion to per-
sonal, party, or pecuniary ends as that in the
hands of the S8peaker, who holds the reins of
legisiation, and who pulls ”i" wires In 31! the
principal committees, It has received one
cheek In the overthrow of Becor Robeson, buat
the most effective blow would be for the House
to resume Its origlonl authority,

A Xotice Deslred,

To Tae EntTor oF THE Bun—~Sir: I take the
liberty to soliclt your kinduess in asking you to speak
to your art eritie to request him to give me a l1he on iny
brother's pletures, Just sent to the water color axlilbition
2060 10 Opa A 8

Nxw Yore, —— stroet, Jan, 17,

Tae BuN employs competent persons and
gonds them around to note what of interest is
oceurring from time to time, to see what Is worth
seelng, to consider the pictures and seulptures
that are produced, or to listen to what some-
body says. or singe, or to music of uny
sort. When tliey find anything they think
the public would like to hear about, or
anything that is of such a naturs that they
think the public should bave their atten-
tion oalled to it, then they reduce what they
huve to eay to writing, and it is published in
Tue Sux, where our million readers can see It

These persons, whether men or women,
are solected for thelr duties because they
posaess (ntelligence and charucter and know
what they bave to write on; and then they
are told to go about their business und use
thelr judgment and knowledge for the best
{nterests of the public and THE SUN, which
are about the same, The editor doesn't Inter-
fere or dictate what they shall say, other than
that be has an eye to the general tone and
direction of thelr eriticisms. He doesn't seek
to Influenes their opinion or call thelr sttention
If he finds that
other people are becoming successful lo this
dirvetion, then good-by to the ceritie.

But perhaps our correspondent simply want-
od a notice without the slightestdesire to in-
fluence the tenor of the criticism ono way or
the other. If all the correspondent wants is a
notice, so that people may learn that at such &
place there are wares for sale of such a sort,
this sort of a notice uny one can bave. It costs

forty cents o ling, and appears under the head |

of sdvertisements,

BUNBEIMS,

—For more than twenty years the Rev, Dr
fyder linw been postor of ®¢ Faai's Unlversulist Churet
In Chivago, He tinw my&lviis in H

& to Jnsye

—The sreond eoidns pf the coimee witl
row e furwend and taas el pane e nler
taker punvancel ot e fati-ral Wit constperabie potap
T 0 B T TS

= A diseussion, savorime somewhnt of the
nutnre of & vouiliet, s goisg oo Chilcaro et Woen e
Rev. Hereiek dohnson, 1 B and wore of the theattioal
people of thet cliy,

—Francis Murphy s progreesing with his
temporanee wark b Forfar, Scotiand, where he s car.
bt o g ertendy agnins the Hgkor slopms T
obout 1A persii sl 8 e Pl L

S Clitiredt of Lol «
¥ %

3 hve hoen

(0 wi wtitic, s ol thie o

nuone ih Bdrrnitural de
pressoun in b I o bweehi el G o e
Thebe elel = Jamd s, Ut ELL L R ST TR PP S T

vloarmee, e pemmad with servants, arel taken s eoltugs
I thie v Mg,

—“Tmerely throw out the iden™ a yonthe
il eleres man remarkad with pone datre 0F vinbinerans
ment, after making a suggestion in Peosbyters. “Well,'n
wiltehaleed old dominie sakl, " that Is the very best
il Fon can Ao with 16" Thore wak & slleut asient on
the part of & majority of the Lrvthirew.

—A prominent Brooklyn clergyman sald to
hin Wearera: “The men who ginduate feom the pend.
tentinried—the average of them—are Just oy good se | s
or s yor are” The people hiave not found out whether
he meant to moke n very good ¢ave for the Jail birds op
1o abuse himeel? nod his congrogation by comparison.

—Somo spiritualists quoted the Rov. Dr,
Maeloskie of Princoton, N, J, ad having been a witness
of certaln splrituatintic manifestations.  The Doctor, in
denying the teuth of whint the spirituslists any, adds thay
thiole s of His nioe 1 the way they have used it gives
Lt salditional evilence that all such spirituslistie mani.
fentitions are pwindles,

—A Cdunceticut jury eot nside a will which
had been musde by o spiritaalist  The gronnd of this
verillet was that & person who §s s spiritualist is neces.
sarily insane. The partles interested in the will appealed
the cans, one of the chivf grounds of eppeal belng that
the jury was composed chiefly of Copgregstional
demsons who were pire Judieod seninst spiritialism,

—An Englishman who had recently visited
thin country mstonished his London friends when Ina
specch lie told them that he hind been in s 'resbyterian
church which cost 750,000, The oue he referred to was
the stutely structure on Fifth avenie where the malitd
tudes throng to besr the Itev, Dr. Hall There are no
such costly Preshytering churches In Englaml

—Nearly all the religious papers are dis-
cusring Mormoniam; some wiseoly and some otherwise,
The general dienlty of the writers on this subject for
the religlous prees (s that ther think the Government oan
wipe the Morinons out on sceount of thelr religions
Views. The guestion of Mormionism is 88 grest a pussie
1o the churches and to the religivus community aa it is
to Congresa,

—The Rev. Charles H. Eaton, Dr, Chapin's
succesaor, preached a calin and temporate sermou on
thentres and thieatregoing. e adviscd bis hearers to
g0 to the theatre fu moderation, but to draw the dis
tinction beween good plays sud luimoral ones. Me gave
& wood ruly on the subject for the benelt of young wen;
naninely, that oo young man cuyht to go 1o KRY place or
o witin s any speciscls whers e would be unwilllug
take hin inother or sinter,

—Moody and Sankey have been crowding
the Free Assembly Haliin Edinburzh. Mr, Moody haa
enlisted the sysipuiby of the sSeoich chitldren to are
markable extent. He fovited thein to bring un & certaia
day such contribations as they conld spare frumn their
hoimen of toys which had been given thom and which
they weras willing to give to poor children who wers
without these lusurics. The resilt was the bringing of
epough toyvs to LU Awo large wagons,

— Brother Conwny of Brooklyn strikes back
At Hrother Falton, aod wakes sundey unpleasant allsgs
tlons about the pestor. Couway cumpures hils cass to
that of & Louislann negroe who was Lefore & colurel
Judge. The defendani’s attorney offered both law and
evidence to prove his client’s innocence. The Judge re
plied : * No uve ob law an’ evidence, sal; de Court Is agin
you" Conway says that Fulton managed the ehurch
meeting much after the tuslion in which this Judge held
court. Feeling rages very high over the muatter between
the adherents of the contending partles,

—Father Chiniquy Is an eccleslastie who
heas bod an extroordinery sod diversified experience.
He was originally n RHouwan Cstholle priest, but be be-
came & Protestant, and figured extensively as an oppe-
nent of the Catholle Chnrehe Then be joined the Pres-
brterians, and lhos worked with them Loth in [linols
audl in varlous parts of Cannda. Xow he comes 1o this
eity te unite with the Rev. Mr. Seguin in earrying on the
French Baptist mlssion. e preaches st ihe hall of this
wission, in Bleecker street, this aftertiovn, sod will
plead the cause of French I'rutesisuts lo
Hall this evenlng.

~—The Rev, Dr.8heldon Jackson, who knows
rmore nbout Alueka than any other eleryyuwinn fn this
country, toin the Central Presbyterian Chureh, ou
Fifty-sevaith wireet, this evening, tell what be knows
sbout mission work smong the Alaskans. Dr Jackson
recently sald that one of the groatest helps to misaion
work in Alasks woull be s portable saw mill, wideh
woull cost gbout 820, This would be & valunble sid e
the better clase of Ludlans in building houses. These
tndinns nre disposed 1o build, and they bave plenty of

lce.

To Tae Eprror oF Tae Sux—Sir: Does lce
forw on the top ar bottem of & body of water ! After &

pund i onee froken over does hot the loe twake on top of
e water wid Bdliore 10 The buktuus of the Grst ice. and
0 COBURUE W gruw Lhicker? Bransw.

Tee ondinarily forms on the surface. Under |

certain conditions lce, called wncbor ice, forms
ut the borom. Iow on the surfooe of & pond
thiekens from bencath,

A Governor In Need of Light.
From Braditreel's.

The Governor of the Htse of New York ls
seriodsiy in oeed of light vo the tas quoston. lo lis
tiesrage of the other day be virtually recumnwnda thst
An ARtvIupt Ue tnaide o se perfect the esscssient laws

| that the taxes puitinally levigd on persoual property

cott be collected, A wore ridiculous propesition could
scarcely Le given oot by the Goverior of & great state,
It &% mn lnsolé to the utalbgette of Guv, Coruell o
even imagiie that his uiterances vn this subject are auy
thing thure than sn attei)t o eater Lo the projudices of
the fariners. The jate Isase Sherman, whe did such
puod work 1o cleaning up the subjeci wf tnaativh thul oo
Eovd reason exlste for dev. Coroedls apjarent g
pornney, formulated o wost fopsilile pisn of taxation for

tmber, but they have to iack the tmber into shape with
axes in A rude pott of & way.

—The Rev, George Muller of the Bristol
Orphanage is otill travelling In the East Al the Iatest

| mecounts he wus in Fgypt, pushing his way towsnd

Palestine, The Orpliat House ling n stesdy Dicome from
betevolent porsons who have sogiired @ hinbit of giving

| 1ol While Mr Muller s away 1i iwso well miansged by

athers thit iy sbectice s not by lojury to it Now ths

| Mr, Mullep s sdvancing in years, I lins a rvstless desire

| to see the worll sl to icsurage wueh eompanies o
Christians as he ¢an find in remote places.  1e I now

| bent on clivering up the Chrtitinna that he may tind by

ing in varions parts of the Uoly Land, e will probably
Visit Australls oot year

—Twoof the principal Presbhyterian church-
ef in this city have ooevntly been o ntored be Lurglam:
From the Fipst Choreh, wloch is in Fifth avenuo, the
milscreants stule the Koy, Dr Paston's costly black o108
gown. Prom the Brick Clinrel thoy tuok one chusp sil-
ver-plated enp. What they were after wus sl silver
cotminunivn ware  Had they bdeti very fnta lligent bur
glars, they woull Lisve Kuowu thint the ¢lurchen ihat
have comtaunion servioo of sl siver du not genersily
Rt it on the preufsed, but send it to the reproul sefe
of one of thie wealthy church members The practice ol
pring plated ware fur caimminion purposes Las of Iste

the siate of Now Yurk, nnder which pursanal property
was to be practically tree frumn diteet tases Mr osler
mad timde cleas te wedhing of lds propositiou o the
fulluMw g wurkis

tasatbon ks Hinltod to'real estaiv sul o lew Lundred Link
ers wtind gurporations, atnl the groat hewse | Foilie povjie
wll e free Trvid Thie GRUECEs WIY altoyaney sud i
Sitiot of prianry tax shum: and still takes bnj sl dlir
Ll s¥ e will Baally e fodld wdoraly mdjustod i

all prives of votscinable vonunoditios aud o Feita

Bound Seuse o u Great Yuestlon,

To e Emron or THe Sus—Sir: The
questiot of the turther reduetion of the pativual Jebd
is not geitiog The ativiiian o deserves.,

Tho g nerntion that foueht the var 1o g sueccssful cun
clumbing, el whe Bave siice diade such poble efiocgs o

pay the debt bave dung wnough. The delit in funded at
s bus rate of interest ) et tavew b Libjmead slliielt Lo
run this Goverament only sl pay that itvieet ] rvpeal
Sl stum taance himd oo st les purely) o Legiu Wi,

i wil intevnal res etibe taaes

Fdon's leheve o natienal debtis o nations! Liessing: yut
the Insliroan whis wanted te know what postes iy had
Wik for bl was Dot At of e foul MoJ K

Oscar Wilde,

To tae Evrron or Tag Sun——~Sir: According

to Mr W bopoviid Bossa, * hateed ol England s a8 souts
mhe il w el Usonr Wkkde femldba s pih lids mother's itk

May ! he perindiel to roulrk i

to becoms the il of fesiboinbilie Londin

thct, by albewin s iy

srclety, 2RI
Wilde sdopis & siiguiar wothiol of siowing Lis bateml ®
Curiouniy caough. there s
tary aliosion 1o brekand, bul reforetives w
ansd™ wud Sudlab celebriiles am £
pattiotic verses thad — ANw
a Iriblte te Eoclaud s creatusas
wuy. hss Iately o Vihe fury B
thet sullef ol Jistres ol Lrish lalive
Saw Vung, Juu b

e b P s el
wiur Eustish

Lipreraivin ! nre eutiels

Lady Wilde, by the

LAl ey Tur
(FEEPAR NS

Beevaer's Backdoewn.

To T Emron oF Tuz scys=Nr: Hew
Ward Beeehvr does wol take tovck liis vilde chiarge Rae
Ll Brieaklvin eohisil teadchees wivl the Bourd wf Edocs
tiin. e oly mas e Kot 30 e e il the worde bad 6o
Geeh spuken' dno Lhuoaghi vevirs ta me o 1 sk Js
terms slivahl 1 bl thie clicerful liat st
give i the thraslisnig e o ricBly warita, wodlld he i
Rlast Lo mo LT 4 foiad 00 Doty B axirs

Maw huss Juu .

Woiklog and Steallng.

To e Evrtos oF Tuas Sux—=>sir: Can any of
your Chiristian resadess luforu one whe mesd, rght or
uf el be & Clriatian
ahd starve a wife and fasadly, sl wiio hes 1o work ol
pa ke, whore e can gul work ¥ Frisxprsas

Aew Yoks, Jan 19

List wff ) 0
™

The drmy and Nur
arrang

ournal pubilislirs &
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